
 

 

 Nickels Intermediate School 

Friday Office Communication 

September 11, 2026 
 

Important Information: 
  Upcoming Dates 
 

 

Attendance Line: 

To notify the school of your student's absence, late arrival, or planned early 
dismissal, please call the office at 616-878-6400 or email 
nickelsattendance@bcpsk12.net. If you reach our voicemail, kindly leave a 
detailed message on our attendance line, that includes your name, your student's 
full name, the reason for their absence, and their expected arrival or departure 
time. Thank you for your assistance!  Nickels website 

School Hours: 

Full Day: 7:55 am - 2:45 pm 

Half Day: 7:55 am - 11:05 am 

Office hours: 

Monday - Friday: 7:30 am - 3:30 pm 

Phone number: 616-878-6400 

 

 

mailto:nickelsattendance@bcpsk12.net
https://www.bcpsk12.net/nickels/


 

Returning Student Registration:  
 
Returning Students Registration letter: Please use the snap code on this letter to complete your students returning 
to school registration. Please log in and review the information and update emails, phone numbers or other 
information as necessary. If you have multiple households, only one household is required to complete the online 
information. 
 
Returning Students Registration Link  
 

Nickels Intermediate School's fundraiser starts today, and we need your help. Our goal is to raise 

$40,000.00 for field trips and student activities. 

It's as simple as 1, 2, 3! 

1. Register TONIGHT at www.ShopFund.com 
Make sure you use Group Code: BGNY4 

2. Share custom support links with family & friends via Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Email, 

Text and more. 

3. Student Goal: Minimum of 5 Online Supporters. 

REGISTER-SHARE-WIN: Sharing gets you coins for chances to win over 1,000 prizes. 

Fundraiser Links: 

● Kick-Off Videos - (https://vimeo.com/showcase/12379483) 

● Parent How-To Video - (https://vimeo.com/588516229) 

● Parent Letter - (https://grpsvcs.link/Rrktwr) 

● Prize Program - (https://grpsvcs.link/aYLlOI) 

On behalf of myself and the staff at Nickels Intermediate School, thank you for doing your part to 

make our fundraiser a success. 

Interested in the Ski Club? 
 
Sign-ups open November 2! Check out the flyer for all the details: LINK”  

 

 

https://secure.infosnap.com/family/message?code=actionprivate
http://url7459.believekids.com/ls/click?upn=u001.VMTsG-2BqS4nQA6UzySHjGXSYXrOPBmfm2UjfVDuYZBcRJ15pdJWnrwUvYEY2tRuk8t33Ebg9RnuGH2pphpGiPtnc6KvJaazF9Mz-2BO3xrSltw-3DjeS7_RmdLhUeGLwG6Z67MG-2FI3xYz0aE6IKP5ibOBqHxTCW08sDjaxXV0l0BcgHwsnuvqAJJokg-2FNVYE-2BK66pWZEJRnJey8ukQdIJhZsa2HJ88ZmfH-2FwPNNCKuShYqJ1hg9lPz7mTQmVsathIQRQYAcuHOql21weH-2BvmtDQ5NQi2hLWurqlWnG-2BKaDZxRQc33YrUPEqTiE7ymzGfTlsEnXA0r8VA-3D-3D
http://url7459.believekids.com/ls/click?upn=u001.VMTsG-2BqS4nQA6UzySHjGXSh9J-2BaSYWQzDulbIFaOHPMoEOuYbLfaWJuZloXeapq8FJJm_RmdLhUeGLwG6Z67MG-2FI3xYz0aE6IKP5ibOBqHxTCW08sDjaxXV0l0BcgHwsnuvqAWwZ3UnG9Hi0FSnCg9B2JaZcBNxW6IvGQCKHQrpcfModcGojBTqjg0O2nJkTCGB83mvDwuPMWfVWERPTnfNILWRho3hA3RsFOr0ZvbF54y4GRHr7TNvxpRFXVteQuKU2HYDuEttkvaZiFgD1kNtNWmQ-3D-3D
http://url7459.believekids.com/ls/click?upn=u001.VMTsG-2BqS4nQA6UzySHjGXVUIgtgTXMxBnLhhw4PA6sNBauzk3IUW3-2FYsiWP5RTQCWatD_RmdLhUeGLwG6Z67MG-2FI3xYz0aE6IKP5ibOBqHxTCW08sDjaxXV0l0BcgHwsnuvqAnS0HX3FG9r-2BEzOcQBUHvfO7s3nBCDb5Ukb0Lc13-2FeBp0QybeyTNxqWb8skyGtRQLHZ311uSnRAWxphxG5cf2mLDs2wkBYVUR0qzDmnGNVDbYyEbYGywM9ojVRmkBIh0Ubc-2B4aPtFtA2C7FUT1E4TYA-3D-3D
http://url7459.believekids.com/ls/click?upn=u001.VMTsG-2BqS4nQA6UzySHjGXXD5reg8qyn65Jyiwyd2DUZAzVX6JD-2BmEpFUbr3e3aAyAsuR_RmdLhUeGLwG6Z67MG-2FI3xYz0aE6IKP5ibOBqHxTCW08sDjaxXV0l0BcgHwsnuvqA9iHOQkMARPV37YVYL2E1q5StctR2gtLe1eUVChIht0I1vhO1yj2OYqcXADOsEw0vSzqj016ygj5ho-2FWAU1Huy3YzEQdLqbbaleBJ9JySLM-2Fw2jp-2Fw-2BMHPmtIPMPJcEUVyaeoKCc9f2rJmmqREnQliw-3D-3D
http://url7459.believekids.com/ls/click?upn=u001.VMTsG-2BqS4nQA6UzySHjGXex656HmWhm2d6CKI-2FiqRDysC26lHseeitkZMIIQWdCapDvW_RmdLhUeGLwG6Z67MG-2FI3xYz0aE6IKP5ibOBqHxTCW08sDjaxXV0l0BcgHwsnuvqAZsk-2Bj7ZjfJ5-2FKAk0JCEV3zsTqUs-2BMwr8LrVZDaP5qwi04T6KGR-2Fqp0vDl367hpVN3cPN0iE1wmEJF1ztQr6AE6y7Dq2CmM-2FRAcM6CUYVeHSrLnULGaGPh7TQwPoAogfiiFDXGVqLkbdAWDzg52hvNg-3D-3D
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tlmbAfL1iNiF0t1iaSV-XH0Tdt-8J808/view?usp=sharing


 

Art Club at Nickels Intermediate School: 
  
Art Club meets once a month after school and is open to all 5th and 6th grade students. Participation is first 
come, first served. 

● Students must pick up an application form from the office after the announcement is made on  
Monday September 14th. 

● Parents may not pick up forms or request them in advance. 
● Due to limited space and supplies, only a certain number of students can join each year. 

Once all spots are filled: 

● A waiting list will be created. 
● If a student takes a form but does not return it, a student from the waiting list will be invited to join. 

 Please only sign up if you plan to attend all meetings. 

We look forward to creating with you! 

 
Forte Singers! 

2026/2027 

 
 

Forte! is a fun, engaging choir experience for 5th- and 6th-grade students who love to sing, perform, and want to learn 
more about their voices.  Students who join this ensemble are expected to demonstrate a passion for singing, a 
commitment to excellence, and a desire to be part of a team. 
 
Forte! is an after-school choir that meets on Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons in the Nickels Intermediate School Choir 
Room from 3:00-4:00 P.M. Our first rehearsal will be September 29. Transportation is not included. Please be at 
school at 4:00 to pick up your kids!  
 
Each student fee is $10.   
 
If you have questions or would like to help with concerts (costume, decor, stage management), please email me at 
kryskamp@bcpsk12.net.  To sign up for Forte, click on this link 

 

 

mailto:kryskamp@bcpsk12.net
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdBucciW9_B3is_QQY-P9IAkB200B_pPIplZG3RisEio7xeOg/viewform?usp=dialog


 

 
 

Hi Nickels Families! 

We’re officially into the school year, and September is already off to a great start! We wanted to share a few 
updates and ways you can stay connected and support Nickels FIT this month. 

PowerSchool & Schoology Info Night for Parents | September 17 | 6–7 PM 

Have questions about PowerSchool or Schoology? Join us for an informational night designed to help Nickels 
families better understand the tools you’ll use throughout the school year. 

You’ll hear from Nickels staff as well as the Nickels FIT Board, with helpful information on staying connected, 
finding important school updates, and navigating the year ahead. 

 Our Annual FIT Fundraiser is Underway! 

Our annual fundraiser is our biggest fundraiser of the year and helps make so many of the things FIT does 
possible, including student events, staff appreciation, conference meals, Reading Month celebrations and more. 

Every donation helps, no matter the amount. We’d love for every Nickels family to participate in whatever way 
works for them. 

 Donate here: https://givebutter.com/nickels2026 

And don’t forget to share the fundraiser with grandparents, extended family and friends who may want to 
support our school! 

 Become a Nickels FIT Community Sponsor 

Do you own a business or know a local business that would love to support our Nickels students and staff? We 
have several sponsorship opportunities available for the 2026–27 school year. 

A HUGE thank you to Grandville Trailer for joining us as a Platinum Sponsor! We are incredibly grateful for their 
generous support of our Nickels community. 

 

 

https://givebutter.com/nickels2026


 

 View sponsorship opportunities: https://canva.link/uc6i51usphueja2 

There’s a lot happening this year, and we’re excited to have our Nickels families along for it! Be sure to follow 
Nickels FIT  on Facebook and @nickels.fit on Instagram for event information, volunteer opportunities, fundraiser 
updates, and more. 

Thank you for supporting our students, staff, and school. We’re looking forward to a great September! 

Nickels FIT Board 

Kristi Maines, President 

Andrea Wiltrakis, Vice President 

Lauren Brock, Treasurer 

 
BCSAN Fundraiser: 

 
 
 
 

 

 

https://canva.link/uc6i51usphueja2
https://www.facebook.com/nickelsfit


 

26/27 5th Grade Supply list: 
 
5th Grade Supply List for 26/27 school year 
 
 
26/27 6th Grade Supply list: 
 
6th Grade Supply List for 26/27 school year 
 

Byron Center Cross Country Color Run 9/24/26: 

XC is holding our homecoming color run on Thursday September 24 at WMS at 6:00. Registration is at 
www.byroncenterathletics.com/registrations  

 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qmJWKOtkllHO6JNFCXYx39EQxz_kujw1/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OQ-6Wy-6WJSAGaE4cnQhysLSXscON4jd/view?usp=sharing
http://www.byroncenterathletics.com/registrations


 

Homecoming Parade 9/25/26 @ 5:30 pm: 

 

 

District Calendar 26/27: 

26/27 District Calendar 

 
26/27 6th Grade Sports Information: 

http://bcwestmsathletics.com/ 

26/27 Middle School Sports Informational Flyer 

 
 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10XDNCDAsPYDR8-kobF36kqLZdDQq502N/view?usp=sharing
http://bcwestmsathletics.com/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WylySG91McJcNIdaGsgUdXjCzBAswCIg/view?usp=sharing


 

 
5th Grade Basketball Clinic: 
 

 

Please use this link for registration: Women’s Basketball Elite Youth Clinic.  

 
 
Byron Center Sports Passes Available For Purchase: 

Passes will be available for purchase in the Athletic Office (8500 Burlingame Ave.). Normal office hours will be 
from 8:00 am - 2:00 pm for purchase. (Lunch from 12:00-12:30). These passes can be used at all regular season 
MS and HS home events.  

Adults $50  

Students $25.00  

Family Max payment of $150.00 Cash or Checks payable to BCPS. 

If you have any additional questions please feel free to reach out at 616-878-664 

 

 

 

https://secure.touchnet.net/C20659_ustores/web/product_detail.jsp?PRODUCTID=842


 

Counselor's Corner: 

Counselor Introduction: 

It has been an exciting couple of days welcoming all the students back for another school year! I wanted to take this 
opportunity to introduce myself to our new families in the building. I am Shelley Pero, the School Counselor here at Nickels! I 
will be visiting 5th grade classrooms in the coming weeks to introduce myself and explain the process of how they can 
connect with me and what opportunities we have to offer.  Student referrals come to me through teachers, parents, and 
student self-referrals. If you have any questions about what I can do to support your student or if you would like for me to 
schedule a check-in now or in the future, please feel free to reach out. I look forward to continuing to work with familiar faces 

from last year as well as continuing to meet many more new ones!  

Counseling Groups: 

It is almost time to start counseling groups here at Nickels! Counseling groups (often called lunch or small groups) are offered 
once a week during lunch and recess and meet for 8-10 sessions. If your student is interested in any of the topics offered 
(see list and sign-up HERE), please be sure to fill out the digital form or contact the school for a hard copy. Topics will be 
offered based on demand, and if the topic your student is interested in isn't offered in the fall, there is still a good chance it 
will be offered later in the year! If you would like more information about any of these small groups or have any questions 

please feel free to contact me at 878-6418 or spero@bcpsk12.net. Thank You!  Shelley Pero School Counselor  

Hand2Hand: 

Dear Parent/Guardian: 

We would like to offer your student the opportunity to participate in a program at Nickels Intermediate called “Hand2Hand”. 
This program helps provide a student with food/snacks for the weekends!  
Here’s how Hand2Hand will work: At the end of the week students who are signed up will receive a minimum of 10 food items 
in a black school logo drawstring bag that will be provided at the first week of participation (subsequent weeks will be a 
plastic bag). These food items will be a combination of breakfast, snacks, lunch and/or dinner items. While the food items are 
meant for the student, they can be shared among the family as well. (Please note: if your student or another family member 
has food allergies it will be the responsibility of the parent/guardian to check the contents of the backpack each week to 
ensure the food doesn’t contain ingredients which could cause an allergic reaction). 
There is no cost to participate! If you sign your student up to receive Hand2Hand, they will continue to receive the weekly 
bags each week.This opportunity is being provided by Corinth Reformed Church in Byron Center. To learn more about 
Hand2Hand, please visit their website: h2hkids.org.  

Fill out form HERE. 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSciflGk9M6Z5hW9z1e7p_yQ0wXJDifOINKV2734EsLYQsv0Xg/viewform?usp=header
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/1ew3pImf5FFcfAzhrG7zIg~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRk7h00P0QTaHR0cDovL2gyaGtpZHMub3JnL1cHc2Nob29sbUIKYwi06Qxj9srCkVIRc3Blcm9AYmNwc2sxMi5uZXRYBAAAAAE~
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScrkSDgH18kfw1fRLndLFfVtxEkbAnS-DQ3HD2QRgSxQT0Cyg/viewform
mailto:spero@bcpsk12.net


 

 
 
Byron Center’s Got Talent: 3rd Grade–Adult 
We’re looking for singers, dancers, musicians, comedians, groups, and really anything else people might want to perform! 
Auditions are digital and are due September 4. More information and the audition submission can be found at: 
vsfac.com/talent  
Junie B. Jones Jr. Cast Registration: Grades 3–5 
Registration is open for students interested in being part of our Youth Theatre production of Junie B. Jones Jr. This is open to 
students in 3rd–5th grade. Registration: vsfac.com/junieb  

Junie B. Jones Jr. Crew Registration: All Grades 
3rd-5th Grade Registration 
6th-12th Grade Registration 
Students interested in the behind-the-scenes side of theatre can sign up to be part of the crew. Crew will help with things like 
sets, props, costumes, backstage, and other production needs. 
2026–2027 Theatre Season Tickets 
 Our new theatre season is here! Every Story Matters features five shows centered around courage, imagination, friendship, 
and finding your place in the world. More information: vsfac.com/season 

 

Breakfast and Lunch are FREE for K-12 BCPS students during the 2026-2027 school year! 

Second meals and a la carte items are not included and must be purchased separately. 

To support both your family and your school, please complete the free and reduced meal application if you believe you 
qualify! Students who qualify receive discounts on sports fees, testing fees, and may also become eligible for EBT cards. 
Online applications for the 2026-2027 school year are currently accessible and can be found on the district’s website. For 
adding funds for student meals or creating a new account, please use the Meal Magic Family Portal. 

Lunch Menu:  September Lunch Menu 

Fresh Baked Cookies will be available every Friday for purchase ~ If your student would like to purchase one, they are $1.00 
each.  

 

 

http://vsfac.com/talent
http://vsfac.com/talent
http://vsfac.com/talent
http://vsfac.com/junieb
http://vsfac.com/junieb
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScpXnOvx-0GVpo8Uog9aSMbJ5AkupGfYtuAcAZmDV7bvlnmng/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe9Kc1Hcs2AZb9JnJeB9YwLnDDzYZUfL3r0NC8WMeGs8ReQDw/viewform
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eYyHf2XzP0bomL993-KnOleBbLThd38n/view
http://vsfac.com/season
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/z1Bwzg1wUPjb5guetx_f6g~~/AAAAARA~/4MsvgcIOFlhXRNWKiHHRJhG-mV41zCZUA0OXp2brlPR8EV1eDd0qNb1FYTqA8KR77JstOdy5WrAdZyKPZ14l8XjERuT26NHY7CIx7F3TxdcgEdmdHoeYLZbJ8OYPJJ1vaHSmiD1BcmUiIoj0GHHpQA~~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/z1Bwzg1wUPjb5guetx_f6g~~/AAAAARA~/4MsvgcIOFlhXRNWKiHHRJhG-mV41zCZUA0OXp2brlPR8EV1eDd0qNb1FYTqA8KR77JstOdy5WrAdZyKPZ14l8XjERuT26NHY7CIx7F3TxdcgEdmdHoeYLZbJ8OYPJJ1vaHSmiD1BcmUiIoj0GHHpQA~~
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-gDdFEHV1tG0RzNpsNnUMTrM5_-kzMRx/view?usp=sharing


 

Classroom Beverage Policy: 

We know that parenting can be both joyful and exhausting, and we appreciate all that you do to support your child 
each day. As partners in your child’s well-being, we want to share a reminder about beverages brought to school. 
Health experts, including the American Academy of Pediatrics, advise that caffeine can have negative effects on 
children. They recommend that children under age 12 avoid caffeinated drinks entirely, and that adolescents 
(ages 12–18) limit caffeine intake to less than 100 mg per day. Many popular drinks, especially energy drinks, 
exceed this amount and can pose concerns for students’ health, focus, and overall well-being. To support a 
healthy and focused learning environment, only non-caffeinated, clear liquids will be allowed during the 
school day. This means that items such as coffee, pop, and energy drinks should not be brought to school.  
Thank you for your partnership in helping us create a safe and supportive environment for all students. 

 
PowerSchool and Schoology: 
 
These two platforms are PowerSchool and Schoology. We logged in to these at school this week and 
started exploring how we will use them in class. Below is the difference between the two.  
PowerSchool - this is where grades are posted. If you are wondering what your child received on a 
formative, summative, or any other assignment, this is the site you should use. Missing assignments can 
also be found here.   
Schoology - this is where the learning happens. If your child needs to find materials we use at school 
(study guides, homework, links to review games), this is the site you should use.  
When you first log into Schoology, there will be an “Updates” page. I use this as an “online planner.” If 
you need to know what homework, formative, or summative are coming up, this is the site to use.  
Logging into Schoology  
Directions on how to log in to Schoology and PowerSchool can be found in the folder you picked up at 
the open house. Along with this, below are links that may be helpful.  

 

Parent Registration on Computer  
Parent Registration on Phone  
Student Login at Home  

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lWqmnk69K4DpBVAqgBQtku4iysp62gBL/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XuvbeH2ojdjGoXxbMhxFSZy0kcjl8rrn/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tDkTb-Nz3Gbycd5eU-EDmuW-UOLbeJSn/view


 

Student Pick up and Drop off for Nickels Intermediate: 

 
Dear Parents and Guardians- 
This is just a reminder to be very mindful of students and pedestrians during pick up and drop off time at Nickels.   
When we have snow and slick roads, along with less daylight it can make it even more challenging to ensure the 
safety of pedestrians, so we respectfully ask that everyone follow a few simple rules to help with this: Please be 
patient, do not speed, and drop your student off in the drop off lane closest to the curb and sidewalk.  

● Please do not drop students off anywhere that requires them to cross any vehicle traffic 
flow. 

● Please pull forward if space allows, but students can be dropped at any point along the curb 
before or after the main doors provided they exit on the curb for safety.  Utilize the entire 
length of the sidewalk, rather than dropping students off directly in front of the main door. 

● Please be careful when pulling out or merging to exit, as other cars may already be present 
and/or attempting to exit. 

Thank you for your assistance!   Informational Video of the Drive to Nickels 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/UrwWGM5Uknw


 

Cell Phone Expectations and Consequences: 

Our policy states that all cell phones must be off and stored in a student's locker (or homeroom teacher’s 
classroom) from 7:30-2:45 each day. This policy is a three strike system. Please review the consequences below 
with your student to ensure understanding of cell phone use at school. 

Cell Phone Policy (Electronic Device Policy) 

1st Offense – Device is taken away for the remainder of the day. 

2nd Offense – Device is taken away, parents are called, and parents must come pick up device from school. 

3rd Offense – Parent is called and device is banned permanently from the school for the remainder of the year. 

Our goal with this policy is to help all students focus on learning throughout the school day. Thank you for 
partnering with us! 

 

Nurses Corner: 

Medication Consent Form 26/27 Medication Policy  

Reminders:  

1. If your student needs to take medication while at school they MUST have a medication consent form 
completed. Prescription meds require BOTH a parent/guardian AND a physician signature. Over the counter 
(OTC) meds require a parent/guardian signature only. No student will be administered medication without the 
proper consent forms.  

2. Please remember that students are NOT allowed to self carry ANY medications (prescription or OTC) per our 
district policy UNLESS it’s an emergency medication and we have the appropriate forms completed and signed.  

3. All medications must be stored in the office and brought to school by a parent/guardian. They must be in the 
original container with the appropriate label (and not expired). We will not accept any medications in baggies, 
envelopes, etc.  

Direct Phone: 616-878-6414 Fax Number: 616-345-1924. 
 Final - When to Keep Your Child Home From School.pdf 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1D_Q-2a1CbBximJlerWQi9kaSq-8nAm6G/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1v2mowK2iBMs5hUYMsbUI7fLH9sgNlu8F/view?usp=sharing
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	Nickels Intermediate School's fundraiser starts today, and we need your help. Our goal is to raise $40,000.00 for field trips and student activities. 
	It's as simple as 1, 2, 3! 
	1.​Register TONIGHT at www.ShopFund.com​Make sure you use Group Code: BGNY4 
	2.​Share custom support links with family & friends via Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Email, Text and more. 
	3.​Student Goal: Minimum of 5 Online Supporters. 
	REGISTER-SHARE-WIN: Sharing gets you coins for chances to win over 1,000 prizes. 
	Fundraiser Links: 
	●​Kick-Off Videos - (https://vimeo.com/showcase/12379483) 
	●​Parent How-To Video - (https://vimeo.com/588516229) 
	●​Parent Letter - (https://grpsvcs.link/Rrktwr) 
	●​Prize Program - (https://grpsvcs.link/aYLlOI) 
	On behalf of myself and the staff at Nickels Intermediate School, thank you for doing your part to make our fundraiser a success. 
	 
	26/27 6th Grade Supply list: 
	 
	6th Grade Supply List for 26/27 school year 
	 
	Byron Center Cross Country Color Run 9/24/26: 
	XC is holding our homecoming color run on Thursday September 24 at WMS at 6:00. Registration is at www.byroncenterathletics.com/registrations  
	 
	District Calendar 26/27: 
	26/27 District Calendar 
	 
	26/27 6th Grade Sports Information: 
	http://bcwestmsathletics.com/ 
	26/27 Middle School Sports Informational Flyer 
	 
	Byron Center Sports Passes Available For Purchase: 
	Passes will be available for purchase in the Athletic Office (8500 Burlingame Ave.). Normal office hours will be from 8:00 am - 2:00 pm for purchase. (Lunch from 12:00-12:30). These passes can be used at all regular season MS and HS home events.  
	Adults $50  
	Students $25.00  
	Family Max payment of $150.00 Cash or Checks payable to BCPS. 
	If you have any additional questions please feel free to reach out at 616-878-664 
	 
	Counselor's Corner: 
	Counselor Introduction: 
	It has been an exciting couple of days welcoming all the students back for another school year! I wanted to take this opportunity to introduce myself to our new families in the building. I am Shelley Pero, the School Counselor here at Nickels! I will be visiting 5th grade classrooms in the coming weeks to introduce myself and explain the process of how they can connect with me and what opportunities we have to offer.  Student referrals come to me through teachers, parents, and student self-referrals. If you have any questions about what I can do to support your student or if you would like for me to schedule a check-in now or in the future, please feel free to reach out. I look forward to continuing to work with familiar faces from last year as well as continuing to meet many more new ones! 🌻 
	Counseling Groups: 
	It is almost time to start counseling groups here at Nickels! Counseling groups (often called lunch or small groups) are offered once a week during lunch and recess and meet for 8-10 sessions. If your student is interested in any of the topics offered (see list and sign-up HERE), please be sure to fill out the digital form or contact the school for a hard copy. Topics will be offered based on demand, and if the topic your student is interested in isn't offered in the fall, there is still a good chance it will be offered later in the year! If you would like more information about any of these small groups or have any questions please feel free to contact me at 878-6418 or spero@bcpsk12.net.🍂Thank You!  Shelley Pero School Counselor  
	Hand2Hand: 
	Dear Parent/Guardian: 
	We would like to offer your student the opportunity to participate in a program at Nickels Intermediate called “Hand2Hand”. This program helps provide a student with food/snacks for the weekends! ​Here’s how Hand2Hand will work: At the end of the week students who are signed up will receive a minimum of 10 food items in a black school logo drawstring bag that will be provided at the first week of participation (subsequent weeks will be a plastic bag). These food items will be a combination of breakfast, snacks, lunch and/or dinner items. While the food items are meant for the student, they can be shared among the family as well. (Please note: if your student or another family member has food allergies it will be the responsibility of the parent/guardian to check the contents of the backpack each week to ensure the food doesn’t contain ingredients which could cause an allergic reaction).​There is no cost to participate! If you sign your student up to receive Hand2Hand, they will continue to receiveHand2Hand, please visit their website: h2hkids.org.  
	Fill out form HERE. 
	 
	Breakfast and Lunch are FREE for K-12 BCPS students during the 2026-2027 school year! 
	Second meals and a la carte items are not included and must be purchased separately. 
	To support both your family and your school, please complete the free and reduced meal application if you believe you qualify! Students who qualify receive discounts on sports fees, testing fees, and may also become eligible for EBT cards. Online applications for the 2026-2027 school year are currently accessible and can be found on the district’s website. For adding funds for student meals or creating a new account, please use the Meal Magic Family Portal. 
	Lunch Menu:  September Lunch Menu 
	Fresh Baked Cookies will be available every Friday for purchase ~ If your student would like to purchase one, they are $1.00 each.  
	Classroom Beverage Policy: 
	We know that parenting can be both joyful and exhausting, and we appreciate all that you do to support your child each day. As partners in your child’s well-being, we want to share a reminder about beverages brought to school. Health experts, including the American Academy of Pediatrics, advise that caffeine can have negative effects on children. They recommend that children under age 12 avoid caffeinated drinks entirely, and that adolescents (ages 12–18) limit caffeine intake to less than 100 mg per day. Many popular drinks, especially energy drinks, exceed this amount and can pose concerns for students’ health, focus, and overall well-being. To support a healthy and focused learning environment, only non-caffeinated, clear liquids will be allowed during the school day. This means that items such as coffee, pop, and energy drinks should not be brought to school.  Thank you for your partnership in helping us create a safe and supportive environment for all students. 
	 
	PowerSchool and Schoology: 
	 
	These two platforms are PowerSchool and Schoology. We logged in to these at school this week and started exploring how we will use them in class. Below is the difference between the two.  
	PowerSchool - this is where grades are posted. If you are wondering what your child received on a formative, summative, or any other assignment, this is the site you should use. Missing assignments can also be found here.   
	Schoology - this is where the learning happens. If your child needs to find materials we use at school (study guides, homework, links to review games), this is the site you should use.  
	When you first log into Schoology, there will be an “Updates” page. I use this as an “online planner.” If you need to know what homework, formative, or summative are coming up, this is the site to use.  
	Logging into Schoology  
	Directions on how to log in to Schoology and PowerSchool can be found in the folder you picked up at the open house. Along with this, below are links that may be helpful.  
	 
	Parent Registration on Computer  
	Parent Registration on Phone  
	Student Login at Home  
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Student Pick up and Drop off for Nickels Intermediate: 
	 
	Dear Parents and Guardians- 
	This is just a reminder to be very mindful of students and pedestrians during pick up and drop off time at Nickels.   When we have snow and slick roads, along with less daylight it can make it even more challenging to ensure the safety of pedestrians, so we respectfully ask that everyone follow a few simple rules to help with this: Please be patient, do not speed, and drop your student off in the drop off lane closest to the curb and sidewalk.  
	●​Please do not drop students off anywhere that requires them to cross any vehicle traffic flow. 
	●​Please pull forward if space allows, but students can be dropped at any point along the curb before or after the main doors provided they exit on the curb for safety.  Utilize the entire length of the sidewalk, rather than dropping students off directly in front of the main door. 
	●​Please be careful when pulling out or merging to exit, as other cars may already be present and/or attempting to exit. 
	Thank you for your assistance!   Informational Video of the Drive to Nickels 
	 
	Cell Phone Expectations and Consequences: 
	Our policy states that all cell phones must be off and stored in a student's locker (or homeroom teacher’s classroom) from 7:30-2:45 each day. This policy is a three strike system. Please review the consequences below with your student to ensure understanding of cell phone use at school. 
	Cell Phone Policy (Electronic Device Policy) 
	1st Offense – Device is taken away for the remainder of the day. 
	2nd Offense – Device is taken away, parents are called, and parents must come pick up device from school. 
	3rd Offense – Parent is called and device is banned permanently from the school for the remainder of the year. 
	Our goal with this policy is to help all students focus on learning throughout the school day. Thank you for partnering with us! 
	 
	Nurses Corner: 
	Medication Consent Form 26/27 Medication Policy  
	Reminders:  
	1. If your student needs to take medication while at school they MUST have a medication consent form completed. Prescription meds require BOTH a parent/guardian AND a physician signature. Over the counter (OTC) meds require a parent/guardian signature only. No student will be administered medication without the proper consent forms.  
	2. Please remember that students are NOT allowed to self carry ANY medications (prescription or OTC) per our district policy UNLESS it’s an emergency medication and we have the appropriate forms completed and signed.  
	3. All medications must be stored in the office and brought to school by a parent/guardian. They must be in the original container with the appropriate label (and not expired). We will not accept any medications in baggies, envelopes, etc.  
	Direct Phone: 616-878-6414 Fax Number: 616-345-1924.Final - When to Keep Your Child Home From School.pdf 



